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December 1, 2007

Dear Friends, 

Making a difference in children’s lives halfway around the world sounded impossible two years ago.  Today, changing lives is REAL and tangible.  We have empowered the youth of a village.

Asking for money is a challenge.  However, to make the program continue we make our plea – please place the Olasiti Orphan Center on your list of annual contributions.

Are you looking for immediate results?  In 2006, we sent five students to secondary school.  Of this group, Loishooki and Lightness are the #1 ranked boy and girl in their class.  Lightness and Joseph were elected to be student ministers of environment and discipline, respectively.   

Would these children be have the same life without this program?  NO.  We are the only youth development service in this part of the village.  Government officials send families to the center because they do not have the resources.  To us, that concept is astonishing.  

For information about how much goods/services cost:

· $40 for essential school supplies and school uniform

· $36 for 130 lbs of millet flour for lunches  

· $75/mo to hire a good teacher at the orphan center

· $120/mo for headmaster at orphan center and he deserves a raise!

Tax-deductible donations can be made payable to: 

Dorobo Fund for Tanzania

c/o Shelly Wolfe, 1615 El Dorado Avenue, San Jose, CA 95126.

Thanks for your continued support.  Our bi-annual transfer will be in December and a Thanksgiving contribution would be welcome!

Sincerely,

Shelly, V., Dino, Maureen, Rob, Lindsay, Diana, Joann, Dang, 

Elizabeth, Rosalyn, Maria, Jeff, Zenan and the Dorobo Fund for Tanzania


Dorobo Fund for Tanzania

in partnership with Friends for Tanzanian Orphans

Olasiti Orphan Center ● 2007 Review

Education 

· Pre-school classes are held at the orphan center for 72 students of which more than half are needy children.  The orphans children learn for free and the children with parents pay a small amount for services provided.  Classes are held during the day. 

· Tutoring is held for primary and secondary school students in the afternoons.

· Evening classes have been established with emphasis on English, tour guiding and discussions on community issues.

· Zenan continues to re-enroll orphans who have dropped out of primary school.  

· School supplies are distributed to 150 active orphan center participants. 

· School uniforms are purchased for thirty primary school orphans each semester.

· We have increased the guidance and funding for youth who attend secondary and vocational school from 14 (‘06) to 30 (’07).   Many contributions are full scholarships with supplies.

· Seven of our students passed their interview and joined Peace House Secondary School: a new boarding school for orphans run by the Lutheran church in Olasiti.

· Loishooki and Lightness, a few of our supported orphans, are the top ranked male and female students in their class at Oljoro Secondary School.  Lightness and Joseph were elected to be student ministers of environment and discipline, respectively. 

· Zenan, our program manager, is now enrolled in college classes and serves as a role model for all of the students.

Family Support

· The orphan center provides a safe place for families, in particular single mothers/aunts, who talk about problems and request support.

· Family disputes come to the attention of orphan center staff who try to assist orphans we need counseling.

· Zenan has eight orphans living at his family home and site of the orphan center:  Kassimu, Rashidi, Hassani, Lenard, Rosy, Faraja, Amina and Suzana.  Some have asked to stay there temporarily and others don’t have places to stay at all. 

Health and Safety

· The orphan center provides after school food (millet) exceeding 130/day. 

· Milk producing goats were purchased and one has given a new baby.  The chicken coop has become productive.

· The field rented by the orphan center produces 500 kgs vegetables each season, providing food for orphans to take home to support their family.

· AIDS/HIV, sexual adolescence education, instructions on where to receive youth and family health classes and seminars are held for the orphan center participants. Ten orphans participate as peer educators.

· Students, like Rashidi, who became ill with a chronic skin disease were taken to the doctor to receive medical care.

· A security guard has been hired to protect the center and its belongings at night.

Olasiti Birding Club

· Orphans took a cycling excursion from Arusha to Wembere over 400kms away to see the Tanzania endemic bird known as Karamoja Apalis.  Club members participated in research of a Tanzanian native bird, the Beesley’s Lark.
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Revenue Generating Activities

· The Art program has been the most successful program for the orphan center.  A student leader is assigned to collect revenues generated from visiting tourists and distributes money to the artists.

· A tree planting program has generated funds for students as well.  This was able to generate 262,000 shillings after tree seedlings sales.  Orphans volunteer their time to plant trees at local schools.  Dorobo/Dorobo Safari paid for seedlings and provide the car for the process.         

NOTE: We learned that tree planting will work better if started  in the beginning of wet season. We have been maintaining the trees but it is failing because we lack transport to carry water to the schools.  Most of the trees starve and some die in the dry season.  We have been using Dorobo cars for free of charge as part of their contribution.  However, the fuel and spare part prices became high so Dorobo was not able to provide us with car services.  In conclusion, we need to improve the process as trees need watering and protection from free moving livestock.

Community Impact

· The Olasiti population has skyrocketed 330% over the past 9 years - from 3,000 to over 10,000 people.  Along with cultural change and cramped overpopulation, people are experiencing increased disease.  For the orphan center, this means youth services are important than ever.

Zenan Gasper

Program Manager

For more information visit: www.tanzanianorphans.org
I like what you are doing – COUNT ME IN!

Make your donation (tax-deductible, of course) payable to: 

The Dorobo Fund for Tanzania

Use our handy addressed envelope or send your contribution to:

1615 El Dorado Avenue

San Jose, CA 95126

Please make sure your mailing address is on the check and include your email so we can keep you updated!

The Dorobo Fund for Tanzania is a 501c3 nonprofit organization licensed in Minnesota, Tax ID #411875830.

