OLASITI ORPHANS PROJECT

Field Report March 2006
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There is big rain, thunder & lighting, and flooding everywhere.  To villagers and orphans this is good and promising.  However, three weak houses were taken away two weeks ago.
It is raining right now.  Neighbors greet each other saying, “Nyumba yako ni salama kwa mafuriko ya maji leo?”  [Is your house OK with floods today?]  These are ruling stories about rainfall and flooding in the village.  The rain means a special thing to us as a good sign.  It is green everywhere in and outside the village.  Different food/wild/weed plants are all growing and blooming prosperously.  Both helpful and harmful insects are celebrating.  Local and migratory birds visit the village to reduce the insects.  The dragonflies help reduce the abundance of mosquitoes but not enough to do it all.

[image: image2.jpg]


Caterpillars attack sweet potato leaves in my backyard.

The most common harmful insects are Anopheles mosquitoes, which spread malaria.  Malaria is the common killer disease in East Africa.  Many mosquitoes can be avoided by sleeping under a mosquito net, but it is too expensive for poor families.  Orphans and poor people who have less access to medical services suffer or lose their lives. Last year when I was studying and identifying the orphans, I found that most parents’ deaths occurred due to malaria.  A person weakened by HIV is even more vulnerable to malaria. 
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Maize, beans and cow peas in the orphans communal garden give hope.

Farmers are daily busy planting, weeding, grazing livestock and visiting scattered fields.  These tasks are traditionally done by all members of the family.  Only the sick, young children, and elders stay home to prepare lunch for workers and care for small livestock.  In families with a missing mother or father, this tradition breaks down.  The children quit school or skip afternoon classes because they are needed for farm activities.  In some cases, school attendance prevents the children from working, so the family opposes it.  Farming is more important to their survival than school, they say. 



Case study of one orphan girl





“My name is Grace Ali. I’m 13 years old and lost one parent, my daddy. We are six in our family but the older ones are married. My brother skipped home after being overwhelmed by very long bad weather [three years short rains] and threatened to quit agriculture to find jobs in urban areas. I’m a standard six pupil at Olasiti primary school. I live with mom and we depend on farming. It is three kilometers from home to Olasiti school. I like to go to school every day so that I can keep well with studies. I wish to pass my final examinations but I have the lot to do. My mom is not able to do everything important to our family, grazing the few goats we have, planting, weeding, cooking, etc.  My young brother Mali Ali and I skip the afternoon classes when necessary so that we can go home to help mom with different work. Once we skip school, teachers punish us the next day but we do it again and again. When we tell our problems they don’t care, because they want us to stick with education which cannot go alone. Before the rains I was participating in Orphan Center and benefited much, but now I don’t due to 


different important responsibilities of fetching water, collecting firewood, cooking,  grazing, planting, weeding 


rain every day: when we come from the center rain drenches us.


We really know participating at the center and school  is important to us, but the farm should get priority. The other orphans  do the same but because in this period farm laborers are highly needed. They miss school in order to get money to meet their different needs. If we had a hostel we will be able to do well at school and at the center.





What your donation provided this month





-Enabling administration


-Supporting ten trained orphans to teach others about HIV/AIDS awareness


-Sending  and paying education cost for two girls in training institutions


-Conducting a workshop, hiring a bus, lunch for club members, and paying entrance fees for Orphans  Birding Club  trip to  Duluti crater  Lake.


-Purchasing one Bird book for orphans bird club


-Paying for manure –for Orphans Organic Farming Garden


-Paying for firewood-for day care food


-Paying for Electricity power installation to the Center


-Supporting four primary schools and one secondary school each 100USD for educational materials. Funded by African Children Need Guardian Angels through Dorobo Fund





Problems 


-Kids participation to the centre dropped by 75% because of weather and farm work.


-Transportation is tough for both orphans and me because of rain and mud.  








By Zenan Gasper


Olasiti Orphans Program Manager
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