OLASITI ORPHANS DAYCARE CENTER

Field report August 2006
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The second grade students in class.  They don’t have a room to accommodate them and they never heard or saw any classroom in their life. Here the tree shelters them.  They realize and experience the importance of a tree as an important component of their environment. They sit on logs and use their thighs as clip board. They are not accessible for educational supplies and therefore they cram what is tough in their brain. This picture was taken at Hanang last year featuring Barabaig kids.  Although they don’t have classrooms they are brought up with both basic traditional education and the modern systems of education.

Their parents are pastoralist and live a nomadic life; therefore, this school system is one of their alternative chances. 
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The annoying pot holes on the main road to my village illustrate the situation of my village. Nobody can longer driver this way. Few rich people who own the vehicles overweighed the road and making transportation in the village to become tough.  The road needs more than ten million to be reconditioned and people are suffering for hunger. Many people in the village have changed their economic and social culture from agriculture to different currently and unsuccessful traditions. In a raining season everybody has to buy some rain boots and in dry season we experience dust bathing. In a dry season like this more people suffer flu and chest problems due to dust from vehicles. The consequences of undisciplined change of culture are so many to address. Many of the orphans come to such situation due to such consequences.

        Life is somewhat better here. The sun is getting brighter and brighter. All major green plants have changed from green to yellowish, some brownish, others reddish and all food crops are dry enough to be harvested. People are getting busy again .Most of the farmer’s behaved on holding  couple of sucks and  natural strings  as they go to farm and carrying huge and heavy loads when  back from the shamba [the farm field]. According to our customary behaviors! a male person should carry his load on the shoulders, women carry on the head and  for light loads we carry onto our hands. The same if too much heavy we hire a two wheeled cart or tractor’s with trailers to move crops from place to place. [this is very expensive to small scale farmers and is not part of our culture but an introduced one.]About 50% of people in the village depends on farms and others shares, benefits and depends on local reachable food crops. The husks are used as fodders for most of  us who practice zero grazing. If you don’t have animals at you home you can sell or help you neigh boughs. Most of the farmers got surplus which helps them  meet their  variously wants including paying school fees for their children or if a student pay his/her own school expenses, paying for different educational/health services, supplies etc. This is a very important and a relief period for orphan’s and other people who are less accessible in  owning, managing and benefiting in sustainable way their land and resources.

           Imagine Tanzania! Imagine a developing country like Tanzania where everybody seeks for having a better life. Imagine a confused group of people, Imagine we are wrongly making the laws which forces biotic life changed to be artificially. Imagine you‘re solving your problems undisciplined. Imagine you’re the farmer who worked hard enough in trials and errors for three years and when you’re in the third year you get good harvest but still suffering different geographical, social [selfishness],political [more words less/no action, self centered relatives] and economical problems including the lack of services, public storage services and mismanagement of funds etc. What will be your first ten responses in such a situation?  We are Tanzanians evolved in all such aspects that we define development wrongly and act crazily over our environment. The baboons in my translation have good development than we people around the world. Who is wise a baboon or a person? Do you know our brain will lead to our own distraction? What’s the gun for? Why human population occurs so rapidly than any others mammals? Why war? Why machines? Why having the same systems of life while we are evolved in different locations? Why few nations force the others small countries changed undisciplined? What’s nature for ? What’s climax? Just for dreaming small countries can make, own or manage to make our own computers, planes, expensive cars etc. Even so,  Is the computer a determinant of development or poverty? Development never means to own  modern properties or have modern ways of life [modern house, clothing, food etc.] but just having good and sustainable livelihoods in an environment that allows all sorts of life around us living in great harmony and successions. With my least education I can say the current policies are not focusing on improvements but forces for uncontrollable development, totally change ,  too much politics, exploitation and overpopulation. Tanzania should be rich for its specific biodiversity and should not forced to change into corrupted life. The current systems of education should focus on environmental variations and the process on which each of us was evolved and not having the global systems of education/life

        Food is a very important resource for all living things. Here in Olasiti we got plenty food in our village but due to extremes/ undisciplined development seekers and together with poverty issues like under estimated family needs [ modern :food, health services, modern shelter, better education, storage services, capital ,grants  together with population pressure both in and from  outside  is forcing  farmers to sell their food/land at cheap price very soon after harvesting. This is a real strong challenge in the community that the incoming   pressure will threaten our resources and future. Most Tanzanian farmers are subsistence farmers and few are commercial farmers. 

Case study of an orphan girl whose family’s farm gave out better productivity this year.

“My name is Grace Ali. I’m 13 years old and a standard six student at Olasiti pr..school. My story appeared in May 2006 report as an orphan girl living with a single parent [mom]. Our family depends on farming. We own a one and half hectare of land which this year we were able to cultivate and got  one and half tons of maize [15 sucks]  and  two hundred kgs of beans. The food is good enough to support us for one year but because we lack storage services and because we are facing different internal and external interactions we come up to the point of selling off our food soon after harvest to meet others modern things. We have sell one ton of maize for 190,000/=Tsh in order to buy iron sheets , to pay for cost when: harvesting, carriage  from farm to home, packing services and in order to buy  different modern thing s and pay for  health services. If we had storage facilities we had to store them and sell them at better price in February and may next year.  Usually after getting the money my mother folds them careful into  her under wear. So that she cannot drop a single sent.

 The big reason why we are selling off our food is to pay back loans we had from our family friends when we was preparing the farm and buying some seeds . Another reason why we sell off our food stock includes the lack of storage services and expensive preservation treatments. In previous years when my father was alive he used to prepare a wooden hut for storing the food stock so that the food cannot spoil and he has been treating our food in the store by using herbs which can keep away harmful insects. In this season there is fluctuation of food in the markets and that’s why the price in March 2006 was 40,000Tsh per 100kgs but now declined to 19,000/=per 100kgs. We real know that most of the farmers sell off their farm products due to about the same reasons.  

Everybody goes to the market carrying some grains for sell and leaving little food at their homes. If we were able to store our food it had to serve us for more than a year. The food left to our home will serve us survive for about 7 months and in such amount of food we have dedicated 20kgs stored as seed for next year. If the weather condition will become terribly dry we can use all stored grains for meal. This is the only way we make our living. I must thank  Zenan who is my teacher for helping me.  Imagine there wasn’t  an orphans center  which supports us  in different ways including supplying educational materials , my mom  would have to sell  all food  or we would have to quit the school  due to inadequate services. To survive this modern world we are coping with globalization which corrupts our life into money? Every good thing for our family’s life needs money which we cannot afford or afford it wrongly/undisciplined. I hate big & rich nations which forces Tanzania to look like them while our environment doesn’t require such a corruptive and complicated ways of life. Imagine you’re the one who lives as a widow depending on agriculture, in a very dry clay soil ,on the  hillsides of the big seasonal  river, rains are unpredictable and varies from year to year and living with six offspring. Your life will tell how easy or hardly can you survive in such an environment! Thank you, friends of Tanzanian Orphans and all who helped running the orphans center. You can figure out how far you contribution has been important as the realities appear in my story that education support played an important role in my family.”

Right now the price for maize  is 190Tsh per kg,  (That’s about  $1.60 US per kilo, or 75¢ per pound)

Beans 720Tsh per kg, 

Sorghum 160Tsh per kg etc.

Millet 500Tsh per kg 

How your support was helpful this August 06

· Enabled center’s administration [ie: hiring  teachers, night guard, administrator and cook

· Paying farm rent and fencing

· Provided a financial support to 10 peer educators

· Purchased school uniforms for Laizer Sairiam and Bariki Laizer quitted the school soon after death of his father while he was in standard two in 1994.  Now he knew the importance of school for his life and would like to go to school. He has the right for school now, the Orphan’s Center organized for school and supported him to go school. In addition the center does follow up on his school attendance and performance.

· Paid for fuel when purchasing different supplies and providing services

· Success story: Amina Yahaya an orphan girl who attends vocational school through our support was able to teach the young orphans tailoring and repairing their clothes during the week ends. Some of the kids came with old clothes including school uniforms and Amina taught them how to repair. Remember at the center we own two sewing machines for training/helping the kids.

Reported by Zenan Gasper

Program Manager

