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The sun is bright in Olasiti Village. Life could be very promising if the scourge of poverty would not reign.  People following tradition struggle to grow crops but the rains are unpredictable and good harvests are the exception.

As part of an orphan culture, exploiting natural resources is not a hidden agenda. Most orphans are left in poverty after their parents sell off assets to pay for medical treatments when sick. Others are deprived of their rights by greedy relatives. Although a few own some property, they are still under control of guardians/caregivers who pay little attention to providing the orphaned with basic needs like education, food and shelter. Orphans seem to understand vividly how much they suffer the risk of discrimination and stigmatization and therefore they tend to respond in different ways. 

CASE STUDY:  KASSIMU’S STORY

Here is a case study how Kassimu, a model orphan responds to his environment. Kassimu struggles to supplement his diet.  I have written in my “case study of an orphan day” an example of how an orphan responds to his environment. 

How do the orphans feel and what do they think about their life?

Kassimu’s life consequences [stigmatization  & discrimination]
   “One day Kassimu had no food to eat for the migratory birds on which he used to hunt were no longer there. He decided to visit the Olasiti football pitch where he found kids playing football. All the kids in the pitch had parents and were so clean, strong, healthy and happy. Kassimu had no where to go so he asked to play but the other kids refused. He spent time watching the match. A few other kids who were clean and valued came and directly they had chance to join the match. Kassimu was able and wanted to play but nobody invited him. 

Kassimu’s trousers were to old and full of patches. His worn shirt had both shoulders gone and only one remaining pocket. [Kassimu got it from the dump].  His worn out shoes were the wrong size, very hard and gave him blisters.  Lice infested, sweaty and hungry, with flies following him, no one would allow him to play football. They said “nani atacheza na kapurwa” (who will play with a dirty and fashionless person?)

Kassimu decided to go hunting birds at the ravine.  After ten paces the others kids called him to join the match as there was a gap of one person. Kassimu came back and play lazily.  He always made mistakes and all of his team hated him. Once he got the ball they said “kapurwa huyo” [the loiterer] and he panics due to low self esteem. Sometimes he is beaten by others and he responds by fighting fiercely.  Once all the kids came together, beat him then left him crying on the dusty ground before nearby elders could intervene. The kids went to their homes and proudly told how they beat Kassimu [a street child].

 Kassimu gets up and on the way home meets other kids laughing at him and he starts to cry again. He cursed that he was born and asked himself what will be his future if he is not accepted by the community?  One old man sees Kassimu passing and asks him if he needs a job. ‘Yes’, Kassimu responds quickly and goes to him.  The man tells him to clean the livestock stable for 200/=Tsh. The amount is not equivalent to the job but to Kassimu it is better than nothing.  This is really tough work and Kassimu is hurting and hungry but he digs into the work. After 3 hours it is sunset and he isn’t finished. The man gives him 100/- (10 cents US) for which he can buy two pieces of cassava roasted in tomato sauce with pepper. 

The day has passed and he is still surviving. Tomorrow he must decide whether to go to school or back to the job. Next day he misses school and goes to the job again. He spends six hours working hard, but the job is still tough and then he rests. That was when he started crying and wondering why he was born. His life is so tough which is how it is for most orphans in the village.  Depressed, he feels he was born to starve and that his life will never change. This deep rooted feeling of helplessness results in anti social behavior so that many orphans turn to thievery, dishonesty and for the girls sex work, early pregnancies, abortions and AIDS.

WHAT WE ARE DOING

After long term study of orphans and how to support them, I was able to exchange ideas with Friends of Tanzanian Children and the following are early achievements:

1. I’ve started the Orphans Day Center: Here kids meet together regularly after school hours. At the center, we offer free counseling about AIDS, drug abuse, sexual adolescence, children’s rights, discipline and resolving current problems. Further it helps the kids meeting together and exchanging ideas and enables facilitators to conduct different workshop about Health and Building capacities.

2. A digital camera helps us taking photos of important events and keeping records.

3. The Orphans Arts Club is really active and promising. Orphans were able to draw, and sell bead and artwork to Lewis and Clark College students who visited the center. [Dorobo Safari’s clients]

4. We were able to conduct the workshop about AIDS. As I said most orphans are left in poverty and are trying to respond to their environment in different ways. Some engage in sex work and are still unaware of AIDS.

5. We were able to initiate an orphans AIDS Club. Ten trained mentors are peer educators and I’m supporting them with a small stipend off 3000/=per month. These are orphans who somehow live on their own and they teach others about AIDS during their break time. 

6. We were able to purchase four benches and four tables for the center.

7. We have hired an Office Assistant.

NB: “I’m saying on behalf of the orphans Asante Marafiki wa watoto Yatima wa Tanzania [Friends of Tanzanian children].  Your support is greatly important to us. We feels somehow better and know someone cares about us.

From the orphans, “Thank you Zenan for studying our life consequences. You were able to know that the frog never crosses the dry land for nothing. We must thank all the others who enabled you to meet friendly people. As the World treated us so badly we asked if there is a living God. Right now we hope God is watching us. God bless you all who have contributed ideas or donated money.”

“Building our experience is great to us, the world is really, really fragile. Without a skill the world would be on us once again, but right now we have hope.”

Zenan Gasper

Program manager

