OLASITI ORPHANS PROJECT

FIELD REPORT – OCTOBER 2005

It is raining right now in the village, this is the second rain, its green everywhere, the migratory birds like swallows and swifts are diving in the sky, the other beautiful birds sings their melodious songs and call notes nicely. The winged termites are coming out from their burrows, some few orphans are collecting the termites to supplement their protein diet. Farmers are seen with hoes on their shoulders cultivating here and there. Surely life would be very promising if the rains will be sufficient.  This is short rain season October, November, and December.

Case study of Amina Yahaya

       “My name is Amina Yahaya born in Mang’ola Barazani village, Karatu district.  My parents were farm laborers in onions fields.  We are six offspring from mom’s womb but one died soon after death of parents.  

Our family lacked LOVE, PEACE, RESPECT, CO-OPERATION AND PROPER MORALS.  My dad used to be a drunkard, self-centered and greedy in terms of resources. He spent his wage on bottles of beers, cigarettes and luxury. Only mom and elder brothers worked in the fields and received wages which enabled us to survive. The misunderstanding arose more and more and my dad beat my mom everyday. My mom decided to run away to his natal home which was just a few kilometers away. She took three of us because we were still very young. 

Soon my dad married a young and beautiful girl who was a bar maid. The step mom mistreated the rest of our siblings so badly including being denied food, battered, Ironies, prejudices and restless. No sooner my dad got frequent fevers and died in 2001. The same with my mom she became ill and ill. She died in 2002.  Until their death they had not yet tested blood if they had HIV or not.  My step mom took over the properties and all the kids came to join us at my grandma home. Our grandma was a farmer and surely we were too many so that she couldn’t send all of us to school. My aunt took me to her home in Majengo Arusha where I had chance to join Burka primary school. The others kids dispersed to our extended relatives

.

         Right now I’ve completed standard seven and I’m waiting for results. I wish I can pass my exams and  be selected to join secondary education but surely I don’t think I’ll get any support to go on. My aunt’s husband is jobless right now and she works in a Kiosk and spends the little profit for sustaining food in the family. They have six kids and are still giving birth. The biological children of the household are lacking some of the basic needs for their life. In case of food we are treated the same with biological children but in casual works. I’m always prioritized and hard working. 

I don’t get enough clothes like the biological kids and surely I almost work in my ways to get important needs including clothes and underwear. She said she always gets this stuff from boyfriends but the problem is, these boys tend to have more girlfriends and therefore lacks enough money to help us. 

My classmate Gladiness Shauri had boyfriends like these and right now she is pregnant and the boy are not caring at all.  I’m almost fear to conceive than anything else because I lacks basic needs I sometimes do try and error. I would like to continue with secondary school but I don’t think the guardians will be able to support me. I’m really worried about my future life.

      Right now I’m getting support from Olasiti orphans daycare center. In the center I learn a lot of things which makes me independent and come up with challenges in the third world.  I’m a member of arts club which has enabled me to make different kinds of artworks and sell them to tourists so that I can run my life confidently.  Besides I’m a peer educator, I teach the other kids about AIDS.”

Editors Note:  Amina is being sponsored to attend secondary school by one of our generous donors.  Thank you!

HOW YOUR DONATIONS HELPED IN OCTOBER 2005

· We are providing  food for the orphans (porridge) 

· We bought office assets i.e two chairs,and notice board 

· We purchased garden tools and seeds for the orphans organic garden 

· Payment to ten peer educators 

· We started to train orphans about birds and form orphans birding club 

· AND we had volunteers who trained the orphans about arts [from Lewis and Clark college]

I’m Zenan Gasper

Program Manager

